
Inclusive Play 

MATTERS!

Sensory Summit Climbers 
Sensory Summit Climbers break down physical and social 
barriers by providing multi-sensory experiences so people 
of all ages and abilities can climb, explore, discover, and  
interact together.

Inclusive Benefits for the WHOLE CHILD:
Research continues to demonstrate the importance of play across the interconnected domains of childhood.  
The Sensory Summit Climbers offer a variety of unique inclusive and development benefits. 

PHYSICAL
• Wide Base of Support: Promotes confidence and independence for children that may have low tone, strength, or coordination.

• Handholds and Footholds: Offers embedded supports for fine motor grasping and to foster gross motor development and 
movement.

• Playful Transfer Point: Assists individuals in transferring on and off the system.

• Forward Facing Reach and Approach: Offers adequate space underneath allowing individuals using a mobility device to 
comfortably approach and easily reach activities at ground level.

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL
• Face-to-Face and Side-by-Side Play: Encourages social interaction between individuals of all ages and abilities through 

motivating experiences.

• Emotional Security: Provides children that are at the beginning stages of climbing with supports to encourage exploration of 
height and to build and gain confidence.

• Anthropometric Considerations: Allows caregivers to comfortably reach and assist children at play on the system when 
necessary.

SENSORY
• Visual, Tactile, and Auditory Activities: Play Sensors can be configured to offer a rich and balanced sensory play experience 

both on the system and at ground level.

COGNITIVE
• Cause and Effect: Encourages users to learn, experiment, and gain understanding that their actions control and impact the 

activity through sensory-rich positive reinforcement. 

COMMUNICATION
• Expressive Language: Allows children with communicative disabilities the ability to contribute to the joy and sounds on the 

playground through auditory components. 

• Receptive Language: Provides opportunities for children to develop vocabulary and comprehension skills.



Inclusive Design for the  
WHOLE ENVIRONMENT: 
The 7 Principles of Inclusive Playground Design ® focus on the usage of 
individual play activities as well as the context of the overall playground 
design. Designing your play environment with Sensory Summit Climbers 
implements Principle 4, Be Independent, by allowing individuals to effectively 
explore, interact and participate in sensory-rich play as independently as 
possible.   

Sensory Summit Climbers can be configured in a variety of ways 
to bring more inclusive play to your environment – at ground level 
around the play space and even on the play structure as a link or 
attachment.

• Ground Level Configurability: Unique design 

configurations allow you to bring more inclusion to 

a variety of space layouts. Choose a preconfigured 

climber or combine a variety of climbers together  

for an even more inclusive play opportunities.

• Design Flexibility: The organically shaped 

components can be configured in a variety of 

ways to promote inclusion throughout the whole 

play environment. Design it as a unique ground 

level freestanding climber, on a play structure as 

a climber attachment, as a link from one deck to 

another, and even as a playful transfer point. 

• Developmental Sensor Packages: Sensors have 

been thoughtfully designed to ensure a sensory rich 

balance of activities for visual, tactile, and auditory 

inputs. Sensors are offered as one-sided and two-

sided options, they can attach to both the inside 

and outside of the climbers, and some sensors are 

even switch adaptable so that all users can engage 

from every direction in a variety of ways!

• Site Context: Designing freestanding Sensory 

Summit Climbers in context with other play 

activities and site elements such as an Inclusive 

Spinning Seat for proprioceptive movement, 

comfortable seating with adequate space for 

gathering and socializing, accessible routes of travel 

to and throughout, and even shade can further 

extend inclusive benefits of the play environment.  

INCLUSIVE FEATURE SPOTLIGHT: 
ADAPTIVE SWITCH CAPABILITY offers unique and innovative 
alternate means of participation that allows children to 
participate in play experiences more independently.  Adaptive 
Switches allow individuals with physical disabilities, typically 
challenges using their upper extremities, hands, and/or fingers, 
the ability to use assistive technology and/or communication 
devices to interact with objects and  people in their environment.  
Adaptive Switches are often owned by the user or school/
organization serving the individual and can easily be brought to 
the outdoor play environment.

• Switch adapted auditory sensors allow children to independently activate 
sounds and auditory features using their adaptive switches for the first 
time and play alongside their friends and family.

• Switch technology promotes disability awareness and demonstrates to 
others how all people can play, learn, and have fun together – even when 
they might do it differently!  

Adaptive Switch Capable Sensors
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Inclusive Play 

MATTERS!

Exploration Stations 
Sensory Stations offer unique textures, playful shapes, 
vibrant colors, and sounds to provide an immersive sensory 
experience that promotes exploration, discovery, and active 
play.

Inclusive Benefits for the WHOLE CHILD:
Research continues to demonstrate the importance of play across the interconnected domains of childhood.
The Exploration Stations offer a variety of unique inclusive and development benefits.  

PHYSICAL
• Routes of Travel: Creates interesting ways to move through the elements as children enter and exit from any point, offering 

unlimited ways to explore and discover. 

• Motor Skill Development: Encourages skill development of fine and gross motor skills so that all users can enjoy, manipulate, 
and interact at their own level.

• Front Facing and Side Reach Approach: Comfortable front and side reach approach to elements at ground level is beneficial to 
individuals using mobility devices as they interact and explore.

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL
• Reciprocal and Parallel Social Interactions: Encourages social engagement between multiple individuals at the same time.

• Open-Ended Play: Provides experiences designed to build self-confidence in which everyone can feel successful.

SENSORY
• Well-Defined Sensory Area: Creates a specific space for children to seek out multi-sensory experiences alone, as a retreat or for 

needed input, or together with friends.

• Visual, Tactile, and Auditory Experiences: Provides visually vibrant and contrasting colors, tactile textures and shapes, and 
auditory sounds to offer rich balance of stimuli and interest across the senses.

• Variety of Sensations: Offers sensory-rich experiences and gentle pressure as children move through the elements or interact 
by squeezing or feeling the various textures with their bodies.

COGNITIVE
• Age-Appropriate: Provides a variety of appealing elements that are ideal for multi-generational users at any developmental stage. 

• Cause and Effect: Helps users understand that their actions impact the activity through sensory feedback and positive 
reinforcement, while promoting imaginative, creative play.

COMMUNICATION
• Expressive Language: Encourages children to verbally express their wants and needs as they engage with others. 

• Receptive Language: Reinforces vocabulary and comprehension of descriptive words through exploration of sight, touch, and 
sound.



Inclusive Play 

MATTERS!

Harmony Music 
Harmony musical instruments provide developmentally 
meaningful opportunities and fun for people of all ages 
and abilities as they approach and use the instruments in a 
variety of ways independently and/or with a group.

Inclusive Benefits for the WHOLE CHILD:
Research continues to demonstrate the importance of play across the interconnected domains of childhood.  
Harmony Music offers a variety of unique inclusive and development benefits. 

PHYSICAL
• Adaptive Mallets: Allows individuals with limited fine motor and/or strength and coordination skills to utilize the instruments. 

• Forward Facing Reach and Approach: Offers intentional space underneath to allow individuals using a mobility device to 
comfortably approach and easily reach the activity alongside their friends.

• Anthropometric Considerations: Considers the size, shape, and the functional capabilities of all individuals to increase comfort 
and usability across generations.

• Adaptive Switch Capability: Allows children to independently activate sounds and auditory features using their adaptive 
switches.

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL
• Self-Confidence: Builds self-confidence and provides opportunities in which everyone can feel successful through collaborative, 

interactive, social experiences.

• Emotional Well-Being: Provides positive stimulation and can help promote calming and stress reduction.

• Multigenerational: Provides an age appropriate activity for people of all ages at any developmental stage.

SENSORY
• Auditory Stimulation: Encourages playful exploration of pitch, tone, volume, and vibration through sound.

COGNITIVE
• Cause and Effect: Helps users gain understanding that their actions impact the activity through sensory feedback and positive 

reinforcement. 

• Learning Outdoors: Fosters an appreciation of musical concepts such as melody and rhythm and brings opportunities to 
reinforce skills taught in the classroom 

• Creativity and Imagination: Encourages self-expression and dramatic play.

COMMUNICATION
• Expressive Language: Allows children with physical and/or communicative disabilities to contribute to the joyful sounds of the 

playground. 



Inclusive Design for the  
WHOLE ENVIRONMENT: 
The 7 Principles of Inclusive Playground Design® focus on the usage of 
individual play activities as well as the context of the overall playground 
design. Designing your play environment with Harmony Music implements 
Principle 1, Be Fair, by encouraging multigenerational play and supporting the 
active participation of individuals with diverse abilities, needs, and interests.  

The Harmony musical instruments can be incorporated in a variety of 
ways to create site-specific collections and ensembles to bring more 
inclusive, multigenerational play to your outdoor play and recreation 
space.

• Ground Level Benefits: Harmony music is a great 

way to add ground level, accessible play activities 

to your playground and bring people of all ages 

together in creative expression.

• Inclusive Sensory Collections: Harmony Music 

components can be clustered to create interesting 

collections or ensembles that further promote 

cooperation and socialization across many 

multigenerational users as they engage individually 

and as a creative group.

• Site Specific Arrangements: Inclusive music is a 

natural way to add beauty, creativity, movement, 

and multigenerational interaction throughout the 

play environment for more inclusion. Consider 

designing diverse music elements along an 

accessible route of travel to promote exploration 

and movement, adjacent to seating and gathering 

spaces for socializing and cooperating, around the 

environment for interesting focal points and unique 

inclusive destinations, and as intentional settings 

for retreat or high activity.  

• Participation Options: Users can play instruments, 

dance and move with the sound, or simply observe 

and enjoy the music from a distance, creating 

multiple opportunities to participate in play.

INCLUSIVE FEATURE SPOTLIGHT: 
The ADAPTIVE MALLET featured on the Harmony Music Collection 
was intentionally designed to encourage more independent play 
and increase usability for people of all abilities. Often utensils and 
other objects are adapted to provide additional fine motor support to 
individuals with limited fine motor and/or strength and coordination 
skills. 

• The universal design of the flexible handhold mallet assists with grasp to foster 
independence.

• Players can focus on the actual action of playing the instrument while enjoying 
the harmonious sounds produced, rather than concentrating on the physical 
requirements of holding a traditional mallet.      



INCLUSIVE SPOTLIGHT: 
The CENTRAL HUB serves as a cozy spot where children can retreat 
for sensory regulation or to play alone if desired.  It can also serve as 
a jump-in point within the activity area to allow children to simply 
observe and understand the play activity prior to participating. The 
Central Hub is strategically placed to help draw children into play as 
they are emotionally ready to engage while providing caregivers clear 
visibility for supervision. 

Inclusive Design Features for the 
WHOLE ENVIRONMENT: 
The 7 Principles of Inclusive Playground Design® focus on the usage of 
individual play activities as well as the context of the overall playground 
design. Designing your play environment with the Sensory Station implements 
Principle 4, Be Independent, by allowing individuals to effectively explore, 
interact, and participate in sensory-rich play as independently as possible. 

The Exploration Station can be configured to bring more inclusive 
play opportunities to your environment at ground level and as an 
attachment to the playground structure.

• Ground Level Configurability: The range of the 

Exploration Station configurations accommodates 

use across play settings of various sizes and 

shapes. Additionally, each Exploration Station 

design offers open ended creative and sensory 

play while also encouraging activity and movement 

through different routes of travel.

• Flexibility Throughout: The Exploration Station 

can help promote inclusion throughout the whole 

play environment. Designed as a unique, ground 

level freestanding system in a new play space or 

integrated into an existing play environment creates 

a more inclusive and sensory-rich experience. 

Exploration Stations can also be configured as a 

linked component - attaching to a play structure for 

additional inclusive features. 

• Site Specific Arrangements: Exploration Stations 

are a unique and innovative way to add multi-

sensory, inclusive play with the tactile (texture), 

visual (colorful), and auditory (sound) components 

for children and adults of all abilities. Consider 

designing freestanding stations along an accessible 

route of travel to promote sensory stimulation and 

activity, adjacent to seating and gathering spaces 

for socializing and cooperating, attached to a play 

structure for interesting focal points and unique 

inclusive destinations, and as unique settings for 

retreat or intentional stimulation.  


